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Southern Middle Earth Explorer
Journey into the heart of Middle-earth, starting in Christchurch. Discover the landscapes that brought
Rohan and Edoras to life, with rugged ranges and cinematic vistas. Board the iconic TranzAlpine
train, traversing dramatic mountain passes and serene coastlines. In Franz Josef, immerse yourself in
glacial beauty before continuing to Wanaka, where the Misty Mountains echo the footsteps of
Hobbits. Arrive in Queenstown, and dine in style at Walter Peak after a scenic cruise aboard the
historic TSS Earnslaw Steamship. Experience a thrilling helicopter flight over the breathtaking
Earnslaw Burn, a key filming location, and take in panoramic views from the Skyline Gondola. Travel
to Fiordland, home to pristine wilderness and legendary filming sites. Cruise through Milford Sound,
gazing at Mitre Peak. Jet boat across Lake Manapouri into Fiordland’s ancient forests, immersing
yourself in scenes from The Fellowship of the Ring. Head to Dunedin for a gourmet dinner at the
historic Larnach Castle, then journey towards Mount Cook National Park. Wake to the majestic sight
of Mount Aoraki, New Zealand’s highest peak, and land on untouched glacial terrain. Conclude in
Christchurch, reflecting on your bespoke Middle-earth adventure.

Starts in: Christchurch
Finishes in: Christchurch
Length: 14days / 13nights
Accommodation: Boutique Lodges & Hotels
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Unlimited kms Includes: GPS navigation
Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees Includes: Additional drivers
Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed
itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)

Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand

Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-
Country Support App

Included activity: Private Transfer Christchurch
International Airport to Christchurch
Accommodation

Included activity: Pure Wilderness Jet Boat with
Fiordland Jet

Included activity: Dinner at Camp Estate, Larnach
Castle

Included activity: Larnach Castle and Gardens Included activity: The Panorama Room 3-course
Dinner with The Hermitage Hotel

Included activity: Glacier Highlights - Scenic
Flight with Glacier Landing

Included activity: Lord of the Rings Edoras Tour
with Hassle Free Tours - Lunch Included

Included activity: Private transfer
accommodation to Christchurch Train Station
with Christchurch Touring

Included activity: TranzAlpine Scenic Train:
Christchurch to Greymouth Scenic Plus with
Great Journeys NZ

plus much more...

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://australianescapes.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=2065 or call us on 1800 669 579
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Day 1

Welcome to Christchurch City
Christchurch New Zealand's garden city is steadily being transformed into a vibrant urban destination. Encompassing a large green belt, it is
known for its wide tree lined avenues and lush gardens. A great way to explore the city&nbsp;or easy way to see the sights or ride the historic
trams across town to the renowned botanic gardens and the unique cardboard Transitional Cathedral, that's right it is built of cardboard!

Private Transfer Christchurch International Airport to Christchurch Accommodation
On arrival, you will be met by a private driver and transferred to your Christchurch accommodation.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Private Punting on the Christchurch Avon River
Relax and enjoy the tranquil Christchurch Botanic Gardens as you are expertly guided along the Avon River on a classic punting tour. You will
be set aboard a handcrafted flat-bottomed boat, poled along by your punter in Edwardian attire from the platform at the rear of the boat. This
private punt allows you to have the boat to yourselves for a 30-minute romantic ride offering an extra special experience. You will enjoy the
spectacular flora that the Garden City is famous for from a unique perspective amidst fresh air.

Your accommodation: The George Hotel
The George is the essence of supreme comfort. The award-winning 5 star hotel is opposite Hagley Park
and just a few minutes stroll from the Botanic Gardens. It also has an award-winning restaurant, 50 Bistro
onsite.

Day 2

Lord of the Rings Edoras Tour with Hassle Free Tours - Lunch Included
Step into the world of Middle-earth on the Lord of the Rings Edoras Tour and visit the stunning filming location of Edoras at Mt Potts High
Country Station. Explore the remote and breathtaking Mt Sunday, transformed into the capital city of Rohan for the iconic trilogy. Immerse
yourself in the unspoiled beauty of this incredible area, surrounded by crystal-clear lakes, vibrant blue rivers, and crisp mountain air. A must-do
experience for any Lord of the Rings fan!
Please note: Visiting these special locations involves a 5.5 hour driving journey, which is balanced by numerous scenic stops and breaks for
morning tea and lunch. The hike to the summit of Mt Sunday/Edoras itself is approximately a 20 minute ascent (and descent) that requires a
reasonable level of fitness.

Your accommodation: The George Hotel
The George is the essence of supreme comfort. The award-winning 5 star hotel is opposite Hagley Park
and just a few minutes stroll from the Botanic Gardens. It also has an award-winning restaurant, 50 Bistro
onsite.
Meals included: Breakfast
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Day 3

Private transfer accommodation to Christchurch Train Station with Christchurch Touring
A private driver will collect you from your accommodation and transfer you to the Christchurch train station in time for your train journey.

TranzAlpine Scenic Train: Christchurch to Greymouth Scenic Plus with Great Journeys NZ
Great Journeys New Zealand's Scenic Plus carriage provides comfort and vast panoramic views, making our TranzAlpine scenic train journey
the perfect way to explore coast-to-coast through the 'Great Divide' and the indomitable spine of mountains that partitions New Zealand's South
Island. Scenic Plus offers an all-inclusive experience on the unique TranzAlpine scenic rail journey to invigorate all the senses! Feast your eyes
on epic scenery while you savour regionally inspired cuisine paired with sumptuous wine and beer all from the comfort of your luxurious seat
&ndash; a hosted dining experience like no other. Quite simply, we have done everything we can to ensure you feel at peace as you sink back
in your seat and soak up the scenery.

Collect Rental Car
Choose a car to best suit your needs from our fantastic rental car range. From compact economy, hatchbacks to prestige SUVs.&nbsp;

Greymouth to Franz Josef
Leaving Greymouth you will head south into Glacier Country. Pass through Hokitika and be sure to take a 50 minute detour to the spectacular
Hokitika Gorge, the famous turquoise-coloured river surrounded by native bush-clad cliffs.
Continue on through Ross, a historic gold mining town where several buildings still remain intact and still to this day one of New Zealand's
working gold mines. As you travel further down the coast you&rsquo;ll also go through Hari Hari, the town where Guy Menzies, the first person
to fly solo over the Tasman crash landed. Heading south along the mighty West Coast highway you pass through ancient temperate rainforests
while getting sneak peeks of the wild west coast beach occasionally. Whataroa is the next town where you can see one of the world's rarest
birds, the New Zealand white heron or Kotuku nest at the Waitangi Roto Nature Reserve, and guided tours from October to March will take you
there. Arriving in Franz Josef township is a lively place with a great atmosphere, restaurants including Blue Ice and Snakebite are worth a meal.
This small town is packed with walks, adventure, and scenic activities, something for everyone. &nbsp;

Franz Josef
Franz Josef, named after both the local village and the nearby glacier, holds special significance in Māori culture as "Ko Roimata o Hine
Hukatere" &ndash; The Tears of the Ice Maiden. This rare glacier is one of only three in the world that descends from alpine heights into a
temperate rainforest, almost reaching sea level. New Zealand is home to two of these unique glaciers, Franz Josef and Fox Glacier, both highly
accessible and popular with visitors. The best ways to experience the glacier are through scenic flights or, for the adventurous, a heli-hike. You
can also enjoy glacier views with a short drive from the village and walking tracks. Beyond the glacier, Franz Josef offers a wealth of adventure
activities and beautiful forest and alpine walks, making it a must-visit destination.

Your accommodation: Westwood Lodge
Westwood is a purpose built lodge, crafted entirely from wood and exquisitely decorated throughout. The
lounge is the place to meet to watch the Southern Alps turn a soft pink in the setting sun.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 4
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Franz Josef to Wanaka
Heading south you will climb over the Fox hills before arriving at the small town of Fox Glacier. If it's a nice day enjoy spectacular reflections of
snowcapped mountains in Lake Matheson, located just 5 minutes west of Fox. Heading south from fox enjoy the amazing scenery of the
Southern Alps, and sneak peeks of the rugged beaches while winding through ancient temperate rainforests. Paringa Salmon Farm is worth a
stop to stretch your legs, feed the fish, and stop for lunch and refreshments. At Knights Point Lookout, elephant seals can often be seen basking
on the sandy beaches at the far end of the point. Crossing the Haast River you&rsquo;ll turn inland and through the mountainous valley littered
with waterfalls. A great suggested stop along this route is the Blue Pools. Continue on past lakes Hawea and Wanaka into the alpine township
of Wanaka.

Wānaka
Nestled on the shores of one of New Zealand's largest lakes and framed by the stunning Southern Alps. Wānaka is an alpine village that
perfectly blends adventure, breathtaking scenery, and a laid-back vibe. In winter, Wānaka transforms into a bustling hub as snow sports
enthusiasts flock to its renowned ski fields, Treble Cone and Cardrona. As the gateway to Mt Aspiring National Park, it offers endless
opportunities for hikers, with trails winding through remote wilderness, majestic peaks, and serene river valleys. Closer to town, you&rsquo;ll find
a network of scenic walking tracks, such as the popular Mount Iron Track and from the lakefront, it is a short walk to "That Wanaka Tree". For
thrill-seekers, Wānaka is an adrenaline playground, offering skydiving, rock climbing, and jet boating. If you're seeking a sweet treat be sure to
try out Black Peak Gelato or if you're after something delicious and nutritious a stop at Big Fig is a must!

Your accommodation: Edgewater Wanaka
Edgewater is Wanaka's leading hotel located right on the edge of Lake Wanaka. A short stroll to the town
centres shops, cafes and restaurants and close to many walking trails the resort is ideal to explore this
wonderful Alpine setting.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 5

Misty Mountains Traverse Heli-Hike
Experience an exclusive 5 hour guided tour over Lord of the Rings country. Get an Eagle's eye view of Middle Earth! Your Helicopter follows the
Eagles flight with a landing on glaciated Fog Peak, to admire Mt Aspiring (3033m) and its surrounding glacial panorama of the breath-taking
Southern Alps. From this vantage point you'll see 3 Trilogy film sites. Skimming the razor back ridges, you'll fly and land on Treble Cone's "The
Towers Ridge." Soak in the view between the Towers and then walk the very footsteps that the legendary Dwarves, Wizard, and little heroic
Ring carrier traversed in their quest over the top of the Misty Mountains, as seen in the Hobbiton movie. On your quest, you will descend 2
hours of guided hike from 2000m, traversing the ridge line, revealing huge rock pillars, canyons, cliffs and glaciers thundering into rivers which
join the beautiful jewel blue Lake far below. This downhill walk has amazing diversity, revealing unexpected wonders and is home to the fearless
Falcon, and the curious Kea, a unique and inquisitive mountain parrot. Turn your fantasy into reality and traverse the Misty Mountains! This is a
truly alpine experience made easily accessible, a real adventure! Includes: 2 4WD trips, 2 scenic helicopter flights, 2 alpine landings, lunch and
refreshments A moderate fitness level is required for this activity.

Your accommodation: Edgewater Wanaka
Edgewater is Wanaka's leading hotel located right on the edge of Lake Wanaka. A short stroll to the town
centres shops, cafes and restaurants and close to many walking trails the resort is ideal to explore this
wonderful Alpine setting.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 6
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Wanaka  to Queenstown
Leaving&nbsp;Wanaka,&nbsp;you head over New Zealand's highest sealed road,&nbsp;Crown Range Road,&nbsp;before dropping
into&nbsp;Queenstown. This drive only takes about an hour, but you should allow more time to enjoy the magnificent scenery and explore the
walks and many stops en route, including the Cardrona Distillery, wonderful views from Crown Range's highest point over Queenstown, the
picturesque town of Arrowtown,&nbsp;and if time allows, even the wineries in Gibbston.

Queenstown
Queenstown known in Māori as Tāhuna, is home to many adrenaline-inducing activities. Nestled on the shores of Lake Wakatipu, this alpine
town has very distinct seasons, and most adrenaline-filled activities can be accessed year-round. Queenstown is home to jet boating, bungy
jumping, rafting, skydiving, paragliding, and even indoor thrills. If you want that rush - head out on the Shotover Jet, dive off the Nevis Bungy,
freefall on the Canyon Swing, or Zip line the Gondola. While arguably the brightest gem in New Zealand&rsquo;s crown, Queenstown offers far
more than an action-packed getaway. If you&rsquo;re looking for a slightly slower pace, there are plenty of recreational activities, including
hiking and biking trails to explore, guided tours, boat cruises, scenic flights, or spa and wellness options to help you get away. Head to the
lakefront, eat at one of the al fresco eateries, and soak up the local vibes; catch a ride on the iconic 100-year-old steamship the TSS Earnslaw;
or take the Skyline Gondola and enjoy bird's-eye views of the Remarkables mountain ranges and Lake Wakatipu. Pack a picnic and go for a
hike, only 20 minutes from Central Queenstown, Coronet Peak opens for summer sightseeing. You can ride the Peak Gondola to the top for
panoramic views and hike the trails, or go for a bike ride on many excellent biking trails. In winter, Queenstown becomes a world-class winter
resort, with four ski areas and a range of activities, bars, restaurants, and ways to relax and unwind.&nbsp;

TSS Earnslaw Cruise and Walter Peak Gourmet BBQ Dinner
Enjoy a quintessential Kiwi experience, a delicious gourmet BBQ buffet meal, and a farm demonstration in a stunning lakeside setting. Take in
the stunning views of Lake Wakatipu and its surroundings as you cruise across the lake to the historic Walter Peak high country farm aboard the
TSS Earnslaw Steamship. Enjoy the ambiance of the heart of the stately homestead while your Colonel&rsquo;s Homestead Restaurant chef
prepares a gourmet BBQ dinner. Your seasonal menu includes an extensive selection of local New Zealand produce, including succulent meats
and a selection of delicious vegetables and salads. Complete your meal with your choice of delicious desserts, or New Zealand cheeses. After
dinner, watch the farm dogs in action with a sheep-herding demonstration and say hello to the other farm animals. Finally, cruise home under
the southern stars and enjoy the fresh night air as the lights of Queenstown draw ever closer.

Your accommodation: The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
The Dairy Private Hotel – a unique blend of exquisite design, rich history and warm hospitality in the city
centre. Beginning as Queenstown’s original ‘dairy’ (corner store) in 1920, it has now transformed into an
interiors masterpiece after an exquisite refurbishment that features wallpapers from British luxury interiors
brand House of Hackney.
Meals included: Breakfast, Speciality Dinner

Day 7

Lord of the Rings Glenorchy Tour with Nomad Safaris
For those keen on Lord Of The Rings this is the tour for you. Go on a scenic adventure through some of the iconic locations used in the filming.
Although none of the sets are left behind, the landscapes will be instantly recognisable. Follow the shores of Lake Wakatipu to the small town of
Glenorchy and enjoy the spectacular views of the Remarkables Range as you drive. From Glenorchy, you'll head into the beech forests of
Paradise, located on the outskirts of Mount Aspiring National Park - before heading up the Dart Valley and back. Film locations you'll see include
Isengard, Lothlorien, Ithilien Camp and the Seat of Seeing.

Your accommodation: The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
The Dairy Private Hotel – a unique blend of exquisite design, rich history and warm hospitality in the city
centre. Beginning as Queenstown’s original ‘dairy’ (corner store) in 1920, it has now transformed into an
interiors masterpiece after an exquisite refurbishment that features wallpapers from British luxury interiors
brand House of Hackney.
Meals included: Breakfast
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Day 8

Earnslaw Burn Scenic Helicopter Flight with Heliworks
This is the top pick from the Heliworks team. Lift off from Heliworks for a flight across the Richardson Mountains; fly over schist covered slopes
and views of historical gold mining sites on your way to this exclusive landing site. Just after the Dart and Rees rivers meet near Lake Wakatipu
you will see Mt Earnslaw (also known by its Maori name of Pikirakatahi) with the Earnslaw Glacier its crowning glory! Fly along the valley before
the breath-taking vista of cascading waterfalls and the hanging glacier opens up before you. Enjoy a landing at this magnificent spot; explore the
valley with the Earnslaw Glacier towering above you and an astounding number of waterfalls spilling down the valley walls. Return to Heliworks
with views of Coronet Peak and Queenstown itself. Trip Duration is 1 hour.

Skyline Gondola Queenstown and Premium Buffet Dinner Experience
With breathtaking views across Queenstown and Lake Wakatipu, the Skyline Complex is a must-do. Catch the fully enclosed gondola to the
summit for a remarkable panorama of the city surrounds. Wander the outdoor viewing decks then enjoy a gourmet buffet meal in the
Stratosphere Restaurant.

Your accommodation: The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
The Dairy Private Hotel – a unique blend of exquisite design, rich history and warm hospitality in the city
centre. Beginning as Queenstown’s original ‘dairy’ (corner store) in 1920, it has now transformed into an
interiors masterpiece after an exquisite refurbishment that features wallpapers from British luxury interiors
brand House of Hackney.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 9

Queenstown to Milford Sound
Following the shores of&nbsp;Lake Wakatipu south, the Remarkables mountain range towers over you as you approach the township of
Kingston. Then into Southland and rolling fertile farm country. Crossing the rolling tussock lands, you pass through Mossburn, the deer capital of
New Zealand, and into Te Anau, the gateway to&nbsp;Fiordland National Park. Passing Te Anau, you join the Milford Road, which takes you to
Milford Sound. &nbsp;This stretch of road has countless photo opportunities and short walks. The Mirror Lakes create perfectly clear reflections
of the surrounding mountains and glacier-formed meadows.&nbsp; Further along, you'll pass through the Homer Tunnel, an incredible feat of
engineering at 1219 metres long. Milford Sound is the only sound accessible by road, making it very popular to visit. Coming into the village,
you'll be greeted with an amazing view of Mitre Peak, which rises spectacularly from the waters up to the sky. Real Journey cruises can take
you out into the sound where you'll receive a wealth of information on how this magnificent area has been formed and experience first-hand the
multitude of waterfalls that line the fjord.

Mitre Peak Milford Sound Cruise
Mitre Peak Cruises operates two purpose built small boats for cruising on Milford Sound. This leisurely 2 hour cruises take you all the way out to
the Tasman Sea and back with frequent stops along the way that allow you to get up close and personal with the rugged splendour that is
Milford Sound the towering cliffs, cascading waterfalls and abundant flora. Mitre Peak is the only cruise option that always goes past St Anne's
Lighthouse, and out into the Tasman Sea to give you the chance to enter Milford Sound from the outside, just as the first settlers did at the end
of the 18th century.
You may even get to see some of the local wildlife such as NZ fur seals, dolphins and occasionally the rare Fiordland Crested Penguin. Your
skipper will provide an informative commentary while the boat hosts will ensure that all guests are happy and will provide free tea, coffee and
hot chocolate throughout the cruise.

Milford Sound to Te Anau (one way)
Today you'll return on the Milford Road from Milford Sound to Te Anau.&nbsp; You'll have time to explore any of the walks and viewing points
that you missed on the drive in.
Note: Please make sure to allow 2.5hrs to Te Anau, this takes into account the current road works on the Milford Road."
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Te Anau
It is the gateway to Fiordland National Park and a perfect base to visit Piopiotahi-Milford Sound. The Milford Road originates here, and this is
arguably one of the most scenic stretches of highway in the country. Te Anau sits on the shores of spectacular Lake Te Anau, which reaches
depths of 417 meters. Te Anau Township is the starting point for many walking tracks, including two of New Zealand's Great Walks, the Milford
track and the Kepler track. Apart from hiking, you could go kayaking, lake cruising, fishing, or exploring Te Anau Glowworm Caves. You could
go for a bike ride alongside the lake towards Lake Manapouri, on a popular Lake to Lake biking route. Along the way, you will pass a bird
sanctuary specialising in Takahe, and other native birds.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: The Cinema Suites
The Cinema Suites in Te Anau offers luxurious, themed accommodation that combines the charm of a
classic cinema with modern comfort. Each suite is thoughtfully designed with cinematic decor, featuring
plush furnishings, state-of-the-art amenities, and stunning views of the surrounding landscapes.

Day 10

Pure Wilderness Jet Boat with Fiordland Jet
Jet boat down the Waiau river, across Lake Manapouri, to the ancient forest of the Fiordland National Park. Enjoy the thrill of jet boating down
the majestic trout-filled Waiau River, to the serene Lake Manapouri. Step foot into the Fiordland National Park and go for a short walk while
learning about the ancient beech forest and ferns. Your jet boat ride includes a number of stops at the exact locations of the filming the
"Fellowship of the Ring" on the Waiau or "Anduin River". The driver will tell you the inside story of the filming the Lord of the Rings on this river.
The trip will also include some thrilling 360 degree turns and spins as well as interesting interpretation about the flora and fauna and the local
European and Māori history.

Your accommodation: The Cinema Suites
The Cinema Suites in Te Anau offers luxurious, themed accommodation that combines the charm of a
classic cinema with modern comfort. Each suite is thoughtfully designed with cinematic decor, featuring
plush furnishings, state-of-the-art amenities, and stunning views of the surrounding landscapes.

Day 11

Te Anau to Dunedin
The drive from Te Anau to Dunedin takes you through classic Southland farmland scenery to Gore, the official home of country music in New
Zealand. Continuing onward to the East Coast you'll pass through small farming communities and then on to State Highway 1. Balclutha is the
next landmark town and gateway to the seaside community of The Catlins. From here it is a short drive through to Dunedin, known in Māori as
Ōtepoti and known worldwide as "Edinborough of the South".
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Dunedin
Dunedin, known in Māori as Ōtepoti, is referred to as the "Edinburgh of the Southern Hemisphere". The city has a rightly deserved reputation as
one of the best-preserved Victorian and Edwardian cities in the Southern Hemisphere. Of particular note is Dunedin Railway Station, built 1904 -
1906, and St Paul's Cathedral in the Octagon. The Otago Museum is renowned for its Māori and Pacific Island collections and natural history
displays. A visit to the Speights, New Zealand's oldest brewery, is also considered a must while in Dunedin. The Botanic Gardens is a great spot
and at the right time of year, you can witness the Rhododendron Dell in bloom. The Otago Peninsula is the only home in the world to the
Northern Royal Albatross. The Peninsula can be visited for the day from Dunedin and the stunning harbor landscape and wildlife are worth
exploring. High among the rolling hills of the Peninsula is Larnach Castle, the grand home of an early politician. Construction of the castle began
in 1871 and was completed 12 years later. From here, views out to sea and back towards the city emphasize the singular beauty of Dunedin
and its jewel-like harbor.

Larnach Castle and Gardens
Larnach Castle, New Zealand's only castle, was built in 1871 by politician and merchant William Larnach, a visionary who played a key role in
shaping the country's early history. Constructed for his beloved first wife, Eliza, the castle&rsquo;s shell took 200 workmen three years to
complete, followed by twelve years of intricate interior craftsmanship. Perched high on the Otago Peninsula, the castle offers stunning views
over Dunedin City. Its gardens hold International Garden of Significance status and feature a unique collection of antiques, including a rare nine-
piece Totara knot suite. The Ballroom Caf&eacute; provides the perfect spot to relax and enjoy refreshments while reflecting on your visit. The
ballroom itself has a fascinating history, having once served as an asylum, an antique sales room, and even a sheep pen before its beautiful
restoration. With a self-guided tour, you can explore the castle and gardens at your own pace.

Dinner at Camp Estate, Larnach Castle
Keeping with the historical setting of Larnach Castle, a four-course dinner is offered in a grand Castle Dining Room. This is a trust-the-chef
experience where you may indulge in incredible meals and meet other guests. The menu reflects local meats and vegetables, served in a
traditional New Zealand-style cuisine with the opportunity to pair with regional wines.

Your accommodation: Camp Estate at Larnach Castle
A luxurious country house built from blue stone and features a spectacular marble staircase. The modern
rooms are all double glazed and the reception rooms are all heated by open fires and underfloor heating. 
Staying at Camp Estate includes entry to Larnach Castle and the grounds.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 12

Dunedin to Mt Cook National Park
Heading north from Dunedin your first stop should be Moeraki to explore the famous and unique boulders strewn on the beach. Before heading
inland along the Waitaki Valley you pass through the historic township of Oamaru and its Stone buildings. Take time to head into the old quarter
and if your timing is right you may get to see some of the local resident little blue penguins. The Waitaki Valley makes a large contribution to
New Zealand's electricity supply with its 3 hydro dams. Arriving into Omarama you are now truly in the high country but don't think these vast
empty lands are useless, these are some of the country's most productive merino sheep stations. The turquoise waters of Lake Pukaki guide
you the final 45 minutes to Aoraki Mount Cook Village

The Panorama Room 3-course Dinner with The Hermitage Hotel
Since first opening its doors in 1969, The Panorama Room has gained a reputation as being one of the best restaurants in New Zealand. This
reputation is reflected in the numerous awards the restaurant has received over the years. A simple philosophy of using just the freshest, local
ingredients, in particular from New Zealand's South Island, is still the secret to its success today. The menu has a strong international influence
and reflects both the establishment's taste and the fact that most of the chefs have travelled and worked widely throughout the world.

Your accommodation: Hermitage Hotel, Aoraki Wing Premium
The Hermitage Hotel ringed by magnificent snow-capped peaks of the Southern Alps, is a world-renowned
tourist destination and has been an icon of superior accommodation and dining since 1884.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner
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Day 13

Glacier Highlights - Scenic Flight with Glacier Landing
Take in the spectacular Southern Alps, including New Zealand's highest peak Aoraki Mt Cook and the constantly changing glacial landscape.
See the Hochstetter Icefall as you fly beneath the face of Mount Cook then along the length of the Tasman Glacier before landing on the glacier
itself. Experience the silence of the mountains, broken only by the rumbling of an avalanche and creaking of the snow and ice beneath your feet.
You'll take off again for another incredible flight over peaks, ice falls, alpine lakes and climbing huts. This flight offers fantastic close-up views of
Aoraki Mount Cook, Mt Tasman and the Southern Alps from Aoraki Mount Cook National Park.

Aoraki-Mt Cook National Park to Christchurch
Leaving Aoraki Mt Cook National Park, travel a short distance for a stop at the visitor centre on the southern shores of Lake Pukaki. Learn about
the formation of the region and take in the spectacular views of Aoraki-Mount Cook. Along the way you'll come to Lake Tekapo which also
displays the same reflective qualities as Lake Pukaki, making the waters bright turquoise. It's a great place to take a scenic flight, soak in a hot
spring or just marvel at the magnificent views. From here you travel through Burkes Pass and into the rich farming valley that surrounds
Geraldine. Continue across the vast Canterbury Plains to Christchurch.

Your accommodation: The George Hotel
The George is the essence of supreme comfort. The award-winning 5 star hotel is opposite Hagley Park
and just a few minutes stroll from the Botanic Gardens. It also has an award-winning restaurant, 50 Bistro
onsite.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 14

Return Your Vehicle to Christchurch Airport
It's time to return your rental car and let the South Island journey come to an end. If time allows spend the day exploring more of Christchurch,
we'd suggest a leisurely drive up the Port Hills for some great sites and then over to the harbour of Lyttleton, before circling through the tunnel
and back to the airport to continue your journey home.&nbsp;
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Self Drive Tour (FTNZ ONLY)
Starts: Christchurch
Finishes: Christchurch
Tour length: 14
Accomodation: Boutique Lodges & Hotels
Car/transport type:  

Included activities
Includes All breakfasts

Includes Private train station transfers

Includes Private airport transfers

Includes TranzAlpine Train from Christchurch to Greymouth

Includes Lord of the Rings Edoras full day tour, Christchurch

Includes Safari of the Scenes Glenorchy tour, Queenstown

Includes Earnslaw Burn Scenic Helicopter Flight, Queenstown

Includes Misty Mountains Traverse and Heli-hike, Wanaka

Includes Luxmore Jet Boat Waiau River, Te Anau

Accommodation summary
Day 1 The George Hotel
Day 2 The George Hotel
Day 3 Westwood Lodge
Day 4 Edgewater Wanaka
Day 5 Edgewater Wanaka
Day 6 The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
Day 7 The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
Day 8 The Dairy Private Hotel by Naumi
Day 9 The Cinema Suites
Day 10 The Cinema Suites
Day 11 Camp Estate at Larnach Castle
Day 12 Hermitage Hotel, Aoraki Wing Premium
Day 13 The George Hotel
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